Catholic Churches of Barber County, Kansas
November 27, 2016
             Fr. Firmin Kyaw, Parochial Administrator                                       Sister Catherine Therese, Pastoral Associate
	Holy Rosary, Medicine Lodge	St. John the Apostle, Kiowa	St. Boniface, Sharon
	Office: 620-886-3596	Office: 620-825-4361	Office:  620-294-5526
	Cell:  620-886-0691	                                                                                                                          Cell:  620-930-8035
	Email: holyrosaryml@gmail.com 	                                                                                                     Email: ccbc@sctelcom.net                                                                                                             ***************************************************************************************************************************
The First Sunday of Advent
Thoughts on Today’s Liturgy
Reading 1: Isaiah 2: 1 - 5: Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain
Reading 2: Romans 13: 11 - 14: Let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day
Gospel:      Matthew 24: 37 - 44: For at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come 
Theme:                                            We must be prepared for the coming of the Lord
 Sacrament of Reconciliation 30 minutes before Mass or by appointment
	
	Mass Schedule and Intentions

	Sat.
	26
	   5:00 p.m.
	
	SH
	   Karol Ricke                   
	First Sunday of Advent

	Sun
	27
	   8:30 a.m.
	
	KW
	   Dwayne Kruckenberg   
	First Sunday of Advent

	Sun
	27
	10:30 a.m.
	
	ML
	   Parishioners    
	First Sunday of Advent

	Tue
	29
	   9:00 a.m.
	
	ML
	  NO MASS                      
	

	Wed
	30
	   6:30 p.m.
	
	SH
	Deceased members of K of C                   
	

	Thur.
	1
	   8:30 a.m.
	
	KW
	   Dwayne Kruckenberg   
	

	Fri,
	2
	   8:30 a.m.
	
	SH
	    Larry Traffas                
	

	Sat.
	3
	   5:00 p.m.
	
	SH
	    Parishioners
	Second Sunday of Advent

	Sun
	4
	   8:30 a.m.
	
	KW
	    Fern Beckerman          
	Second Sunday of Advent

	Sun
	4
	10:30 a.m.
	
	ML
	    Elmer “Taffy” McIntosh   
	Second Sunday of Advent

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	















	             M I N I S T R Y   S C H E D U L E
  December 4, 2016- 1st Sunday
Second Sunday of Advent

	
	
	M I N I S T R Y   S C H E D U L E
December 7/8  Holy Day
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

	SHARON
5:00 p.m.
	KIOWA
8:30 a.m.
	Medicine Lodge
10:30 a.m.
	
	
	SHARON
6:00 p.m.
	KIOWA
  6:00 p.m.
	Medicine Lodge
     7:30 p.m.

	Briana Stephenson
	  John Miller
	     Heide Alojacin
	
	Lector
	Marilyn Traffas
	  Chris Tharp
	       Mary Ohl

	Choir
	Choir
	Joe Hagood
	
	CANTOR
	Choir
	Choir
	Rodney Ringer

	Steve Eck
	Rick Hitchcock
	Rory Traffas
	
		Lector
	Karin Traffas
	Tom Tharp
	Laura Nittler

	Maddie Wells
	Rick Hitchcock
	  Linda Sheldon
	
	GEN INT
	Margie Eck
	Tom Tharp
	  Volunteer

	    Dean Eck
    Jacque Totty
    Paul Totty
    Lawrence Smith
Sheila Ricke
	  Anita Patterson
   Glenna Reif          
   Melvin Reif
	Julie Warner
  Lisa Withrow
  Rory Traffas
     Jacque Traffas
Myra Dick
	
	OEM
	    Scott Dohm
    Jacque Totty
    Marilyn Traffas
   Eileen Schmidt
Carol Ricke
	  Cindy Summers
   Marlene Kruckenberg    
   Mike Hiltner
	John Hagood
Barbara Hagood
Joe Hagood
Mike Rogers
Chad Boyce

	Maddie Wells
Mindy Wells
   Drake Schmidt
	
   Allie Hoch

	     Matthew Piper
	
	SERVERS
	Brandon Fischer
Mindy Wells
   Jacob Eck
	
   Bailey Roberts

	     Kyla Alojacin
Karlyle Alojacin
Jhayla Alojacin

	Ruth/Kathy
	Donita Ragan
	Ruth/Kathy
	
	MUSIC
	Ruth/Kathy
	Donita Ragan
	Ruth/Kathy

	
	 Graves  Family
	     Miles & Linda Sheldon
	
	GREETER
	
	 Graves  Family
	     Herb & Nora Durant

	Sheila Ricke
	Danny Archuleta
	Jacque Traffas
	
	Sacristan
	Jacque Totty
	Bev Miller
	John Hagood

	Lawrence Smith
	
	Brenda Wright
	
	ROSARY
	John Hern
	
	 Volunteer

	
	Paul Harbaugh
	
	
	Collection
	
	Bill Bogner/Carl Helfrich
	



Reflection: Our liturgical season and our Advent time unfold, day by day, the mysteries of our faith.  These mysteries do not change, but we do.  A little older, a little wiser, we have the opportunity to review and renew these mysteries.  When a familiar feast comes around, we grasp something more about it because we have lived another year and can apply this more deeply to our lives.  Each year, then, is a year of formation, like a school in which we, like pupils, learn faith, hope, and charity.  We learn God’s will and to do God’s will.  Yes, here and now, the Lord is coming!  Jesus Christ, our brother in our humanity, and our God, in His divinity!! But He comes to us in different ways.  First, Jesus came to us at a specific point in history about 2000 years ago in Bethlehem.  He mystically comes again in the Church’s great feast of Christmas for which we prepare right now.  Second, the Lord, the Alpha and Omega, will come to judge the living and the dead in the Second Coming.  Third, Jesus, the Redeemer, comes to us in grace.  He speaks to our consciences; he comes to us in the Eucharist and in the Word of God proclaimed.  He arrives in the person of the beggar, the needy, the suffering, the oppressed.  We must be ready to receive and welcome Him when He comes, however He comes. Advent is a word meaning “arrival.” Mass readings from the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others remind us of the great yearning Israel had for the Messiah and enkindle in us a desire not only for the return of Jesus, but also for his coming in our hearts each day.
Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
Prayer Intentions for the Sick and Shut-Ins:  Jim Fischer, Elizabeth Terry, Lori (Hughes) Wilcox, Gary Noland, Raymond Schmidt, Pete Swingle, Daniel Traffas
Prayer Intentions: for the members of our parish family who are serving our country in the armed forces.
For the Faithful Departed: Dwayne Kruckenberg, Luke Hendricks. Agnes Paulie, Fern Beckerman, Omah Tatera, Agnes Eck, Larry Traffas, William (Bill) Hitchcock, John Ditgen, Dave Rausch, Albert Blahut, Richard Jaso, Gene Garrett, Max Rynerson, Floyd Spade, Elizabeth Schreiner and the souls in Purgatory. May they rest in perfect peace, Amen
Parish News: 
St John the Apostle - Women of St John: Christmas Party – November 30th – 5:30 p.m. at the Parish Hall
St Boniface: K of C: Council 2224 – Mass at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov 30- remembering our deceased Knights.
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
Parish School of Religion: 
Holy Rosary: Nov. 30: Practice for CHRISTmas Program
St Boniface: November 30 -- Students will attend Mass –meet in church instead of classrooms
St John the Apostle: Class on December 4 will be after 8:30 a.m. Mass –Enrollment of our Confirmation students takes place at Mass
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

OUR ADVENT TIME:  We will have attachments to the bulletin these weeks so that we can take a moment or so each day to reflect on what is happening in our day to day preparation for Christmas.  Can it be possible to take a few moments before our meal – or several moments at the end of our day – to prepare our hearts – in the midst of our busy time of preparing our homes?

VOCATION VIEWS: Stay awake! The Lord is coming. Be ready! (Matthew 24:37-44). If you think God is calling you to priesthood or to consecrated life, visit our website at www.dcdiocese.org/vocations 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: Preview of times for Mass:  St Boniface – December 7-6:00 p.m.; St John the Apostle – December 8- 6:00 p.m.; Holy Rosary – December 8-7:30 p.m.  In addition to all we hold as Catholic faithful, the patroness of the United States is Mary under the title of her Immaculate Conception. Every Catholic is obligated to attend Mass for this feast.

What is this Feast: The immaculate conception should not be confused with the Incarnation (coming into flesh) of Jesus Christ. The conception of Jesus is celebrated March 25, a feast titled the Annunciation to Mary. Catholics do not believe that Mary, herself, was the product of a Virgin Birth as was Jesus (“born of the Virgin Mary - in the Apostles Creed).  On December 6, 1708, Pope Clement XI decreed that the feast of the Immaculate Conception be a Holy Day of Obligation throughout the entire Catholic Church. The Immaculate Conception was solemnly defined as a dogma by Pope Pius IX, December 8, 1854. The Catholic Church teaches that the dogma is supported by Scripture (Mary is greeted by the Angel Gabriel as "full of grace") as well as either directly or indirectly by the writings of Church Fathers such as Irenaeus of Lyons and Ambrose of Milan. Catholic theology maintains that since Jesus became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, it was fitting that she be completely free of sin for expressing her ‘yes’.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]From early in the history of the Catholic Church, numerous places in the writings of the Catholic Church Fathers this belief is implicitly stated. In various places the feast of the Immaculate Conception, had been celebrated for centuries on December 8 since the Catholic Church celebrates Mary’s birthday on September 8.  On February 28, 1476, Pope Sixtus IV extended the Immaculate Conception celebration to the entire Latin Church. He did not define the doctrine as a dogma, thus leaving Roman Catholics free to believe in it or not without being accused of heresy; this freedom was reiterated by the Council of Trent. However, the feast was a strong indication of the Church's traditional belief in the Immaculate Conception   Advent is a time of joy tinged with penance.  Joy, because we can imagine nothing more sweet than the Christ Child and His Mother Mary’s bliss at His coming to Light.  Penance because we must strive to be properly disposed to receive so great a gift of His presence.  Especially, as we prepare for Christ’s Second Coming, are we awake and watchful?  Are we ready?
