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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Thoughts on Today’s Liturgy

Reading 1:	Isaiah 7:10-14  Behold, the virgin shall conceive.
Reading 2: 	Romans 1:1-7  Jesus Christ, descended from David is the Son of God. 
Gospel:   	Matthew 1:18-24  Jesus will be born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son of David.

Mass Schedule and Intentions
	[bookmark: _Hlk486357928]Saturday
	21
	  5:00 p.m.
	ML
	Jim Ricke
	
	Fourth Sunday of Advent

	Sunday
	22
	  8:30 a.m.
	KW
	Corona Hoch
	
	Fourth Sunday of Advent

	Sunday
	22
	10:30 a.m.
	SH
	Parishioners
	
	Fourth Sunday of Advent

	Tuesday
	24
	4:30 p.m.
	SH
	St. Boniface Choir
	
	Christmas Vigil Mass

	Tuesday 
	24
	6:30 p.m.
	KW
	Joe and Gertrude Jaso
	
	Christmas Vigil Mass

	Wednesday
	25
	9:00 a.m.
	ML
	Holy Rosary Choir
	
	Christmas Mass 

	Thursday
	26
	8:30 a.m.
	KW
	No Mass 
	
	Feast of St. Stephen

	Friday
	27
	8:30 a.m.
	SH
	Vocations
	
	Feast of St. John the Apostle

	Saturday
	28
	  5:00 p.m.
	ML
	Parishioners
	
	Feast of the Holy Family 

	Sunday
	29
	  8:30 a.m.
	KW
	Anita Patterson
	
	Feast of the Holy Family

	Sunday
	29
	10:30 a.m.
	SH
	Mary Traffas
	
	Feast of the Holy Family 



Sacrament of Reconciliation 30 minutes prior to Mass or by appointment

Reflection:  Taking God’s Path Growing up as an obedient Jew, Joseph must have known about Isaiah’s prophecy [of the virgin birth], so when he is told in a dream that he is to have an integral role in pulling this whole thing together, he must have been, at the very least, surprised, and most likely petrified. Joseph, in his obedience to God’s will, had to do some quick comprehension work: This baby would not be the warrior, David-like king they were expecting to save them from Rome’s oppression. God had something different in mind this time, something much bigger. Joseph was not going to have exactly the sort of life he was expecting; he had just agreed to protect and provide for . . . God.
Also, despite being faithful to the law, according to the Gospel, Joseph circumvented the rules and accepted Mary as his wife—he took God’s path rather than the path established by the powers that be.
This was a necessary and humane breach, much like the “offenses” committed by volunteers along the U.S.–Mexico border who leave water for migrants or who provide rides to health clinics for ill migrants. These folks, often connected to faith-based programs, are practicing Christianity at its most basic, and sadly they are oftentimes arrested for it.
What is our role as Christians in caring for these siblings of ours? What does the “law” tell us to do? What do we hear when we hear God’s voice? God continues to offer a Big Reveal: God is found on the faces of those who cross borders, who walk this earth with us, and who suffer mightily for a life of dignity. Will we have the compassion and the vulnerability to accept this and respond?
~~Judy Coode, adapted from A Maryknoll Liturgical Year 
Word of Life
“Like Our Blessed Mother welcomed Jesus, we are called to cherish and protect the gift of human life, at every stage and in every circumstance.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “Living Out Christmas in the New Year”
*PLEASE EMAIL BULLETIN ITEMS TO JULIE BY NOON WEDNESDAY TO secretary@barbercountycatholic.org*


PRAYER INTENTIONS

For the Sick and Shut-Ins: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ron Ringer, Ted Hauser, Pete Eck, Chuck Hobson, Hugh Rankin, Corona Hoch, Charlie Jo Warner, Mary Eck, Helen Eck, Sandy Ricke, Ruth Blick, Gladys Christensen, Deven Leis, Lawrence Rausch, Miles Sheldon
For the Faithful Departed:
Jim Ricke, Laura Seiler, Anita Patterson, Sue Smith, Mary Traffas, Betty Ricke, Walter Sedlak and all the souls in Purgatory. May they rest in perfect peace.
For the Military:
Captain Rebecca Wright Lopez, Christopher Coggins, Nicholas Noland, Dylan Allison, Sheldon Hart, Bianca Lewis
Church News
Upcoming Holiday Mass Times
Christmas Masses
December 24th 4:30 p.m. at Sharon
December 24th 6:30 p.m. at Kiowa
December 25th 9:00 a.m. at Medicine Lodge
Mary Mother of God Masses
December 31st 4:30 p.m. at Sharon
December 31st 6:30 p.m. at Kiowa
January 1st 9:00 a.m. at Medicine Lodge
Christmas Morning Breakfast in Medicine Lodge
There will be a breakfast after 9:00 am Mass on Christmas Day at Medicine Lodge.  Please sign the sheet at the back of church so we can have an accurate number count and provide enough food
Ministry Schedule December 24th – 25 th

Christmas Ministry Schedule
Christmas Eve/Morning Ministry Schedule will be the same as 5th Sunday and Holidays.  Please refer below. 

Christmas Flowers
If you would like to remember your loved ones, please donate and place your money in the offering basket noting that it is for Christmas flowers. 



Around the Diocese
March for Life Topeka 
Stand up for life in our state and join us on the 47th anniversary of Roe vs. Wade Pro-Life Pilgrimage to Topeka. The bus will depart from the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe parking lot at 5pm on January 21 and travel to Prince of Peace in Great Bend to pick up additional passengers and then arrive in Topeka for an overnight stay. On January 22, the day begins with the Ignite Event at the Topeka Performing Arts Center, Mass with the Kansas Bishops, march to the Capitol steps and tours of the Capitol. There will be a dinner stop in Salina and the group should arrive back in Dodge City around 10pm. Cost is $65 and does not include the dinner stop or additional snacks. Please contact the Respect Life coordinator in your parish, your DRE and or go online to: https://www.dcdiocese.org/respect-life and fill out the registration form. Deadline is January 13. For more information call Gayla Kirmer, Respect Life Ministry, at 620-227-1525 or gkirmer@dcdiocese.org.
	Week 5/Holidays
	St. Boniface
	St. John the Apostle
	Holy Rosary

	Lector 1
	Karin Traffas
	Chris Tharp
	Brian Withrow

	Cantor
	Choir
	Choir
	Judd Dohrman

	Lector 2
	Margie Eck
	Tom Tharp
	Nathan Honas

	General Intercessions
	Brayden Schmidt
	Tom Tharp
	John Hagood

	
Eucharistic
Ministers
	Eileen Schmidt
Jacque Totty
Paul Totty
Karin Traffas
Scott Dohm
	Steve Inslee

Marlene Kruckenberg

Cindy Summers
	Leroy Seiler
Lloyd Ohl
Darryl Honas
Brandon Warner

	
Servers

	Brandon Fischer
Mindy Wells
Jacob Eck
	
Takira Blick
	Jeff Paxson
Tony Miller
Volunteers

	Musician
	Ruth Schmidt or 
Kathy Dohm
	Nikki Brattin
	Ruth Schmidt or
Kathy Dohm

	Greeters
	
	Roberts Family
	Miles Sheldon
Rob Paxson
Mark Boor
Roger Angell

	Sacristan
	Jacque Totty
	Bev Miller
	John Hagood

	Rosary
	John Hern
	
	Jerome Ricke






